Excerpt from the NSF’s Long-Term Ecological Research - Urban Site RFP (19-594).

“NSF places high priority on the availability of site-based data to a broad research community, with
particular emphasis on data related to core research areas and data directly supporting site publications.
It is expected that data derived from LTER funding will be made freely and publicly available within a
maximum of two years of collection, and that LTER data and data products used in published manuscripts
will also be publicly available. The DMP should document the complete data life cycle within the site’s
research and education mission. It should describe how data management is involved in experimental
design, data collection, processing, validation, documentation, curation, access, analysis, and publication.
The DMP should also document policies and procedures for meeting the site’s obligation for
dissemination of data and related products in accordance with the NSF PAPPG, the BIO Directorate’s
Guidance on Data Management Plans, and the LTER Network’s Information Management Policy. It
should specify clearly what datasets will be produced and where and when they will be made public.
Policies regarding prioritization, delay, or limits on access must be justified. In the event of an award,
annual reports should include a report on progress on the collection and publication of these datasets.

NSF does not currently prescribe where data must be deposited to satisfy this objective other than it must
be in a national, public data repository in addition to any local data web page the LTER site may maintain.
Currently, the Environmental Data Initiative is supported by NSF to make data repository services
available to all LTER sites. Other repositories that may be used include the Biological and Chemical
Oceanography Data Management Office, The Arctic Data Center, and the Knowledge Network for
Biocomplexity. At this time, all of these repositories are federated by the DataONE project and all LTER
data should be discoverable via this portal. Sites are responsible for knowing the standards for data and
metadata quality set by these repositories and for ensuring that their data meet them. However, note that
renewal proposals for Arctic or Antarctic sites must meet additional data management and data reporting
requirements as outlined in DCL 16-055 (or as updated).

Submitters should familiarize themselves with policies and best practices recommended in the LTER
Network’s Information Management Policy and the LTER Information Management Guidelines. These
documents, vetted by the LTER Network governance, identify standards that members of the LTER
community have agreed to meet and be reviewed against. They cover policies regarding the timely
publication of data, requirements for accessing LTER data, and terms of appropriate use of LTER data.
They also provide community standards for data management, assessment metrics and procedures,
technological recommendations, and network collaboration.”


https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2019/nsf19594/nsf19594.htm
https://www.dataone.org/data-life-cycle
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg
https://www.nsf.gov/bio/pubs/BIODMP_Guidance.pdf
https://lternet.edu/policies/data-access
https://portal.lternet.edu/nis/home.jsp
http://www.bco-dmo.org/
http://www.bco-dmo.org/
https://arcticdata.io/
https://knb.ecoinformatics.org/
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https://www.dataone.org/
https://im.lternet.edu/
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